[Local flaps in the reconstruction of the hypopharyngeal-esophageal tract].
The authors present the developments made in the use of cutaneous cervical flaps in the reconstruction of the hypopharyngo-cervical esophagus since Mikulicz first introduced the technique in 1886. Mention is made of the most recent, valid reconstructive possibilities which have resulted in a progressive reduction in the use of cervical flaps. The advantages and disadvantages of the Wookey-operation are enumerated and considerations are made regarding the validity of this technique. The authors conclude that the use of cutaneous cervical flaps remains an effective method, particularly when more limited extirpation and/or further reconstructive stages are required or when a patient's poor general state contraindicates more stressing procedures.